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which believed that their best interests would be
served by an open rebellion in the interests of
Mary, supported from Flanders by her cousin the
Emperor. All this was, of course, well known
to Cromwell. He had been one of the first to
counsel defiance of the Pope, but throughout he
had been anxious to avoid an open quarrel with
the Emperor, or to pledge England too closely to
French interests; and now that even the French
had turned against Anne, Cromwell saw that, unless
he himself was to be dragged down when she fell,
he must put the break hard down upon the religious
policy that he had initiated, and make common
cause with Anne's enemies.
In a secret conference that he held with Chapuys
at the Austin Friars, which in future was to be
his own mansion, Cromwell proposed a new alliance
between England and the Emperor, which would
necessarily have to be accompanied by some com-
promise with the Pope and the recognition of
Mary's legitimacy.1 He assured the imperial
ambassador that Norfolk, Suffolk, and the rest
of the nobles formerly attached to France were
of the same opinion as himself, and tried earnestly
to convince his interlocutor that he had no sym-
pathy with Anne, whom he was ready to throw
overboard to save himself. When Charles received
this news from his ambassador, he took a some-
what tortuous but characteristic course. He was
willing to a great extent to let bygones be by-
gones, and to forget the sufferings, and perhaps
the murder, of his aunt Katharine, if Henry would
1 Cfaapuys to the Emperor, 24tb February 1536,